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’ is broug ttabeat on ‘the 


| vofurred’ fo.” ‘Tie time for meeting this year 
h is the 7th of June—considerably later, we be- 


lieve, than these conventions have been usu- 


“In 1860° the Chicago Convention 


4} met on the 15th of May, without objection 


4 from any qdarter that it-wae too early. 


It is urged, ‘with a good deal of force, 


that, as:the country ‘is now engaged in war, 


- it is highly desirable: to:nvold,,as long as pos. 


wot | teat. It in 


abe the heat and sis of « Present oni 


important, certainly, to 
lic attention fixed and eign tag 


| frated on the contest against tie rebels in 


‘a ge | #*Ms; and all other-controversies’ should be 
&0.| postponed, so far as possible, and always held’ 


subordinate to that. But the election cannot 


be postponed, nor can we prevent a perpetual 
political controversy between the Adminis- 


| tration and its enemies, There is one thing, 
‘| however, still inore disastrous than such a 


“1 cotitest, and, that i# a bitter, factious dissen- 
- | sion among. Union men; and that should be 
wy | Cudéd &&% promptly as possible. Those who 


: urge delay in making the nomination, do so 
| on the ground that time is needed to develop 


and collect public sentiment. The 7ridune, 
for example, thus puts forth its reasons for 
desiring a postponement of the convention : 


“Our general ides of ‘the matter is this—tnat, 
until. the choice of Union candidates for President 
and Vice-President shall have been definitely made, 
'} the field ‘ts entirely open, and every Unionist ts at per- 


regret Sect, liberty to propose and advocate eny Unionist who 
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Pome a wis ipiten Wottag seeker eat bots 


may de his individual preference. One desires the re- 
somfnation of the present incumbents; another 
‘would renominate the President, but not the Vice- 
President; a third would renominate the latter. but 
not the former ; a fourth would present new candi- 
Gates for both positions. Hach Unionist, then, is in- 
vited and encouraged to name the mén of his choice, and 
to commend their nomination by adducing euch facts 
and arguments as to him shali seem cogent and éffec, 
tive, With a tacit understanding that we all say and 

lude a hearty and effective 
icket shall ultimately be pre- 


heard, the convention assembies, gives heed to every 
Tepresentation, and finally decides as it shall deem 


‘best; and then we all turn in and elect the'ticket. 
- Buch is ouridea of the way in which this matter 


should be dealt with. And, if this isto be the ac- 
cepted view, we think a postponement of the conven- 
tion to August, if not to the 1st of September, eminently 


| desirable, and morally certain to prove benefcent.” 


This secures one thing beyond all perad- 


} venture, viz.,an intestine war within the 


ranks of the Union party, for three additional 


-Months—a war partly about measures and 


th partly ebout men—a war leading inevi- 
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success. In 


| tably to bitter personalities, to whole 


sale assaults upon the character and con- 
duct of ‘prominent’ men of our: own 
party, and.to.the weakening of the 
Administration, which is expected, meantime, 
to carry on military operations with vigor and 
what respect the Union 
party, or the country, is to derive benefit 
from a protracted wrangle of .this kind, 
we cannot imagine. It would undoubt- 


4 edly..somewhat improve the chances of 


scheming politicians who have their own in- 
terest to build up, their own advancement to 
promote and their own resentments to grati- 
fy, by giving them a wide field and a longer 
time for their intrigues. Their hope is that 
by sucha delay they would atir up the ele- 
ments of rivalry and jealousy .in the Union 
party, and induce a state of affairs more favor- 
able to their designe than. that which exists 


for- | at present... They are probably correct in this 
iband | belief; but we do not see in what Fe. 


y they 


i could thereby benefit the country or the cause. 


Every loyal snd_ ‘Tight-minded man will seek 
to'promote, first of all, the union and har- 
mony of the party on which the country must 


‘rely for the quelling of the rebellion; and he 


will discourage and resist everything which 
tereatens to prevent that Union, and to per- 
petuate the grounds and causes, rea! or ficti- 
tious, of dissension in the ranks of those who 
stand by the Government in its contest with 


. the rebellion. 


Any postponement of the convention seems 
to us calculated to do infinite mischief in this 
tespect. It will promotediscord in the Union 


personal preferences, energies and efforts 


‘es which ‘ought to be devoted to the vigorous. 


prosecution of the war. It will afford fresh 


2 openings for the intrigues,.and fresh encour- 


agement for the efforts of the enemies of the 
Administration, who are already doing every- 


'| thing in their powet to fan the fires ofdomestic 
| discord in the Union party. .The sooner the 
‘| nomination can be made thefbetter. The de- 


cision 6 that question will remove the only 


$ peril that threatens usin the coming canvass. 
The 


} vention, as the Zridune assumes ; the sooner, 
gg | therefore, the candidate is selected the sooner 
id |r int he san a 
* Changeha so important to the country and the 


eat body of the Union party will un- 
support the nominee of the con- 


| | cause. And ‘the longer it is delayed’ the 
| longs ra Gat wolied sad: Secmagiony 


-slackness or 


ae ~ ek Sie, ye Letts 


ae the politicat Futian. ibe 
battle-field ; and every blow struck in the one 
will tell upon the other also. 
rrr 
The Liability of Engiaud for Indem- 
nity. 

We have called attention before to the clear 
and conclusive arguments of a distinguished 
publicist of Boston, Hon. O.-G. Lorie, on 
questions at issue between England and 
America. Nothing more able in the recent 
discussions upon international law has ap- 
peared, in our judgment, on this side of the 
Atlantic.. Mr, Loxuva, in.a new pamphiet 
upon the important question of “ England's 
Liability for Indemnity,” discuasés especially 


‘the letters which have appeared from “Histor- 


ious” in ‘the London Times; upon this subject. 
The position of “Historieus,” it should be re- 
membered, was the following, as appears in 
Mf Louine’s cleat analysis: 

"1, That a cruiser, bearing the commission of a 
delligerépt, though unlawfully equipped within « 
neuttal’s territory, is in all other places than within 
the neutral jurisdiction, a Jawfal vessel of wert. 

2. That the ‘position that maritime belligerancy 
ought not to be conceded to a Power which has no 
prize-court,' is ‘a piece of ignorant rubbish ;’ the 
rule that requires the bringing in of & captured ves- 
sel to be tried by a prize-court being tntended exclu- 
sively for the benefit of neutrals and not of belliger- 
ents, neither of whom can have legal ground of com- 
plaint for anything done_by his adversary. 

3. That so long as the prizes captured by such a 
vessel, unlawfully equipped in neutral territory, and 
not brought within the. neutra) jurisdiction, they are 
good prizes with which the néutral government Is 
bot bound to, interfere, and for which itis sseenencey 
obligation to make indemnity ; and 

4, That the whole duty of the neutral sepemmmant 
is confined to the restqring to the owners any prizes 
made by such vessels brought within its territorial 
jurisdiction, requiring the immeiiate departure of 
such vessels from ber ports, and prohibiting to them 
the right of asylum therein, which it Sffords to the 
lawful cruisers of both belligerents,” 

Mr. Lonure argues, in reply, that the Alada- 
ma was “unlawfully equipped,’”:.from evi- 
dence which is now familiar to all our read- 
ers; that her escape, under the well-known 
circumstances, was an offence against both 
the Enlistment Act of Great Britain and the 
law of nations. He further claims that the 
order subséquently sent out for her arrest, if 
she should enter Queenstown or Nassau, 
shows that the British Government felt that 
their obligation did not terminate with her 
escape from Liverpool, and. that they were 
equally called upon to forbid her: any other 
British port... This obligation Mr. Lorine does 
not consider to ‘be a mére duty of comity, 
which may be asserted or disregarded at the 
pleasure alone of England, but to arise from 
the law of nations itself, and to beof the 
same nature and origin with the duty to re- 
store prizes of such cruisers, if brought within 
her jurisdiction : 

“Itis the completion or carrying out of the orig- 
inal obligation to prevent the equipping of vessels in 
neutral ports for hostile expeditions against a triend- 
ly Power, which would be obviously imperfect, 
and; toa great extent, nugatory, if vessels guilty of 
euch violation and escaping should be afterward per- 
mitted to return to-enjoy the benefits of their erime 
in the porte of the country whose laws they had 
violated.” 


The treatment of a belligerent cruiser, un- 
lawfully equipped within a neutral’s.jurisdic- 
tion, as “a lawful vessel of war,” he justly 
claims to be entirely a matter at the pleasure 
of the neutral, who, if she considers it. may 
serve the peace of the world, is fully justified 
in “ violating the immunity of the flag,” and 
in seizing the vessel even on the high seas. 

In answer to the segond of “ Historicus’” 
points, our publicist asserts. that the United 
States do not complain against the rebels for" 
destroying vessels at sea, or that any of: the 
rights of the nation are violated, ‘which 
they. could maintain before a court, if 
the prizes were taken before one for 
trial; nor. would they. .complain of 
England for not’ interfering to pre- 
vent such: destruction by any established 
nation, existing as such by its own right. 
But our ‘complaint against England is that 
she. voluntarily recognizes the rebels as a 
maratime belligerent, when they are now, and 
have been'from the beginning, without legal 
capacity to act as one, according to the law of 
nations—they “having no port into which 
they could take a prize for the application of 
that fundamental rule, which renders the ad- 
judication ofa prize-court essentialto any 
right of the captors to dispose of it:” And, 
furthermore, the recognition of England being 
the sole source of their power to plunder and 
destroy American commerce. 

Mr. Lonme acogpts the propositions of 
“ Historicus,” thet if there be ‘‘a culpable 
“ in the Executive 
of a neutral , in not preventing her soil 
from being made the base of hostile opera- 
tions against either belligerent, “ it may justly 
be regarded by the injured belligerent as evi- 
dence of a fraudulent neutrality, which he 
would be entitled to construe as a connivance 


enemy, equivalent to hostility, and justia 
treated as such.” 


eis ;paciien viel Madldad as Oe’ gb 
tion, he forcibly sums up, in effect, 
thus: She. acknowledged the rebels as 
& belligerent Power at sea ) 
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rebels ‘claimed the control of, not a great 


4 while | ago—is now not “only navigable, but fs 


corresponding to the uniform pekdllce a2 dls, 
Government towards England, when she was 
at wart and we were at peace. © 

From all. these corsiderations, we may 
fairly claim in the words of “Historicus,” that’ 
the position of Great Britaih ‘toward this 
Government Js that of “ # fravdulent neutral: ’ 
ity,” “a connivance ‘at and” participation in” 
the schemes of ‘the enemy,” and fiat ‘her’ 
Government has shown “a culpable slack- 
ness and indifference” which justify us:in 
demanding indemnity for the losses inflicted 
by the rebel cruisers, sailing from her ports 
and violating her neutrality. 


re 
Government Officials, Home and Foreign 

—Their Training and Term of Office. 

Secretary Sewaxp's letter to the Chairman 
of the Senate Committee on Finance, on gur 
Consular aystem, and the necessity for “ Con- 
sular pupils,” appointed by the Government, 
and: trained ‘tothe: duties, suggests some 
considerations with regard to the whole pub- 
lic service that are well worthy of attention. 
It appears thatthe want in our Consular serv- 
ice of respectable young men,specially selected 
for it, for the performance of its subordinate 
duties, leads to the appointment of foreign 
clerks, often men of little or no education, in- 
different character, and. without any respon- 
sibility to anybody but the Consal; who; in 
times past; has too often been -very little 
better than they. ‘One fact cited by Mr. Szw- 
arp furnishes a good illustration of what this 
system may and often does lead to: 


“ As an illustration of the troth of this statement, 
1 beg leave to refer to the printed report of the Fifth 
Auditor, dated Nov. 29, 1863, in which he stated that 
the immediate siccessor to. Mr. Hawrnoanz in the 
Consulate at Liverpool, ‘ became alarge defaulter to 
the Government, spent-all the funds he coule reach, 
neglected the peyment of claims for food, clothing, 
and medical attendance of our sick and destitute 
seamen, and, by a course of plunder and profiigacy 
unequaled inour Consular history, contracted pul 
lic afid private debts which provably exceeded 
$200,000, Such a -course-of proceeding could not 
have been conducted for years had the office been 
provided with @ clerk. or pupil), abpoliited by the 
President and responsible to this department.’ ” 

What we want, therefore; is young men to 


enter the lower ranks of the Consular service,, 


and prepared to learn its duties by actual 
practice, to acquire foreign languages, be- 
come familiar with foreign usages, and finally, 
to work up inte the higher. grades, as the re- 
ward of proficiency or long and faithful. ser- 
vice. 

But this is not only true of the Consular 
service, but of every other department of the 
National Administration. When our expen- 
diture was forty or fifty millions a year, and. 
our revenue in proportion, our army fifteen 
thousand strong, and our navy consisted of 
balf a dozen ships, the present plan of 
appointing new hands to every government 
office every four years, worked not well, but 
tolerably, It was attended with waste, cor- 
ruption, inefficiency. But now when our 
annual expenditure has risen and is likely to 
remain at some hundreds-of millions, and 
when we have, and are likely to have, a large 
standing army, and an enormous navy an 
elaborate. system of taxation, foreign rela- 
tions of daily increasing extent/and complex- 
ity, there is no doubt whatever’ that longer 
adherence to the old democratic theory that 
every.American is competent for everything, 
and that to have been born. in the United 
States, or “taken out his papers,” fits 
a man fo fill any office in the. Govern- 
ment, would. soon convert the Govern- 
ment itself into. an instrument of such 
demoralization as never was witnessed, and 


would, before. ‘very long, make the whole 


community sick of it. 


No . such machine ever was or ever 
ean be. worked by untrained hands. It 
must. be. kept in a state of dependence 
on. and résponsibility to “the people, but 
this last is completely answered by the pe- 
riodical election of the President, and Sena- 
tors, and, members of Congress, and the pe- 
Fiodical change of the members of ‘the: Cab- 
inet. No change in the subordinate offices 
is called for by any republican principle. 
“ Rotation in office” is a horace 
invention, and has fs ag ond 


navigated by large numbers of commercial 
steamers,. Boats .with heavy. freight. and 
crowded with passengers are constantly pas- 
sing to and. fro. between New-Orieans, Nat- 
chez, Vicksbutgh, Memphis, ete ; and from 
the last-named point diverge toSt. Louis and 
Louisville, of courte; safely as ever... In the 
long stretch of hostile countryfrom the Delta tp 
‘0 Cairo, the rebel interruptions and eruptions, 

wed as something so ter- 


rible ts Well as effective, hikve never amounted | 
‘the fall of Vicksburgt,.| 
hardly amounted to | 


to very thuch; sihce 


and of lxte miontha lave, 
anything. - Boats are rarely fired upon by 


guerrillas; and still more rarely damaged.’| 
We donot think that there havebeen two dozen | 


opening of the year, although many hundreds | 


have passed down and up. . veling on.the 


river is certainly, taking all things into ae-| 
cout, not hektiy Ss Gagereenmee-eaeye es 


in the old times of higa-pressure engines. 


Various reasons may be ‘assigned for thé. ‘we trast, Gon 
rebel failure to carry, out their threatened | gramme, 


programme of operations against us on the 
Mississippi River. One reason, doubtless, is, 


that they cannot afford to spare mien for de- | . 
sultory and fruitless operations of this nature, | y 


oe 


but require, the concentration of all their’ 
forces at, or within reach of, vital points. An- | tive, it 
other, and we think the controlling reason ia, | “Aine 
the peremptory and decisive retribution that | ine 
was administered upon river guerrillas, anc 
upon all who aided and abetted them, when | 
first they attempted their cowardly tricks of 
firing upcn passing trading steamboats, Fiz-' 
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along the river that these marauders would 
be dealt with in the most summary manner ; 
that planters who harbored them would have 
their houses burned to the grotind,. and that. 
towns which gave them refuge or protection 
would be demolished. The towns of Bayou 
Sara, Morganza, Donaldsonville, Grand Gulf 
and others, and the: hundreds of blackened 
chimneys along the river, gtve proof that the 
threat was not an idle one. Sach retribution 
for crime—such hunting down of the crimi- 
nals—such ceaseless surveillance everywhere 


filled witha looking 
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as has been kept up- by such terrible gun- ‘pooud 


beats as the Essex, taught the rebéls a lesson 


which even rebels. and murderers’ could not } 


ignore. As a consequence, guerrilla opera- 


tions on the river have all but ceased, and it iis 
is only now and then that we hear of a steam- | 


boat. having been fired at—generally harm. | 
lesaly. 


Manviaxs.—Bight or nine regiments of | 
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slave hlacks—over eight thousand men in all aa 0 res * 


—have been raised for our army in Maryland. | 
Some of these regiments have been sent down | 
as far as South Caroline, and others will soon | 


follow. peeanliecrtav cP ou 


nearly all slaves, and. Sotstiens | Very ow | Sn 
rily, mainly front the plantations. . Very few 
of the free negroes of Maryland have entered | 
the ranks.. Qur enlistments already must } 
comprise thrée-fourths of the able-todied 
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